
Contents

List of illustrations page vii
List of tables x
Acknowledgements xi
Abbreviations xiv

Introduction 1

Part I Propaganda representations of violence
against prisoners 29

1 Encountering the 'enemy': civilian violence towards
prisoners of war in 1914 33

2 Legitimate and illegitimate violence against prisoners:
representations of atrocity, 1914-16 70

Part II Violence and prisoner of war forced
labour 121

3 The development of prisoner of war labour
companies on the western front: the spring reprisals of
1917 127

4 From discipline to retribution: violence in German
prisoner of war labour companies in 1918 167

5 Inevitable escalation? British and French treatment of
forced prisoner labour, 1917-18 223

Part III The end of violence? Repatriation and
remembrance 253

6 Contested homecomings: prisoner repatriation and
the formation of memory, 1918-21 257



Contents

7 La Grande Illusion: the interwar historicisation of
violence against prisoners of war, 1922-39 315

Epilogue: the legacy of First World War captivity in
1939-45 356

Conclusion 371

Glossary of foreign terms 311
Bibliography 378
Index 440


