Contents

Series editor foreword by Gavin Flood ix
Acknowledgments X
Abbreviations xiii
1 Introduction 1
2 Gendered divinity 12

Section 1: Goddesses in the Hindu tradition 12
Section 2: Selected textual passages with translations 46

3 Shaping women'’s lives: the role of ancient Hindu
texts 58
Section 1: The role of ancient Hindu texts 58
Section 2: Selected textual passages with translations 76

4 Women poets of Hinduism 110

Section 1: In love with God: the mystical experience 113
Section 2: Speaking of the world: the voice of experience 128

5 Sanctuary: women and home worship 136
6 Conclusion 149
Bibliography 157

Index 165



