
IDEOLOGY AND 
CHRISTIANITY IN JAPAN 
What is t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n r e l i g i o n a n d p o w e r ? Is 
s e c u l a r i z a t i o n a n a s p e c t of " m o d e r n i z a t i o n " ? Kiri P a r a m o r e ' s 
p r o b i n g analysis of t h e r o l e o f a n t i - C h r i s t i a n d i s c o u r s e in 
J a p a n e s e p o l i t i c s b e t w e e n 1600 a n d 1900 s h e d s n e w l i g h t on 
t h e s e q u e s t i o n s . His a r g u m e n t t h a t i m a g i n e d " C h r i s t i a n i t y " p l a y e d 
a key r o l e in t h e t w o m a j o r i n s t a n c e s of J a p a n e s e s t a t e f o r m a t i o n 
d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d is b o t h p r o v o c a t i v e a n d p e r s u a s i v e . This is an 
a m b i t i o u s a n d i m p o r t a n t n e w w o r k . 

Hiroshi Watanabe, University of Tokyo. 

In this f a s c i n a t i n g study, Kiri P a r a m o r e b o r e s d e e p l y i n t o t h e 
t e x t u a l h i s t o r y a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l l e g a c y of C h r i s t i a n a n d a n t i -
C h r i s t i a n t h o u g h t in Tokugawa J a p a n . A s h e s h o w s , a n t i - C h r i s t i a n 
w r i t i n g s i n c r e a s i n g l y s e r v e d t h e p u r p o s e s of c o n t e m p o r a r y 
p o l i t i c a l c r i t i c i s m a n d c o n t r o v e r s y t h a t h a d l i t t l e t o d o w i t h 
C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d e v e r y t h i n g t o d o w i t h s t i g m a t i z i n g t h e e n e m i e s 
of " o r d e r " in an u n a n s w e r a b l e manner. This was an i d e o l o g i c a l 
strategy, P a r a m o r e f u r t h e r s h o w s t h a t , if a n y t h i n g , g a i n e d f o r c e 
as J a p a n ' s l e a d e r s h i p c o m m i t t e d i t s e l f t o a n e m p e r o r - c e n t e r e d 
p r o g r a m o f m o d e r n i z a t i o n f o l l o w i n g t h e Meiji R e s t o r a t i o n o f 1868. 
N o t only is i t i m p o r t a n t t o h a v e t h e s e m a t e r i a l s newly a v a i l a b l e , 
t h e r e s e a r c h b e h i n d t h e m is fresh a n d e n g a g i n g , r e f l e c t i n g t h e 
b e s t of r e c e n t J a p a n e s e s c h o l a r s h i p . This is an a d m i r a b l e a n d 
e y e - o p e n i n g w o r k . 
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Demonstrating hitherto ignored links in Japanese history between 
modern and early-modern, and between religious and political 
elements, this book will appeal to students and scholars of 
Japanese history, religion and politics. 
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