
"This trenchantly argued exploration of the ways in which states use

ethnicity to select among potential immigrants elucidates a basic

tension between the universalist commitments of liberal democra-

tic nation-states and the inescapable particularity of their histo-

ries, cultures, and populations."

University of California at Los Angeles,

author of Ethnicity without Groups

"This well-written book makes a major contribution to scholarship

about immigration and liberal democracy. Joppke succeeds in doing

two things outstandingly well. First, he provides a cogent theoretical

argument about the nature of ethnic migration and how it has changed

over time, and the constraints now confronting any efforts to shift gov-

ernment policy towards greater selectivity, even though such illiberal pres-

sures endure and are often created by liberal governments. Second, he provides

a detailed and informed empirical account, rooted in comparative historical

analysis, of the three types of ethnic migration."

Oxford University, author of Making Americans:

Immigration, Race, and the Origins of the Diverse Democracy
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