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t h e mu l t i f ace ted imp l i ca t ions o f t h e p r o f o u n d cu l tura l a n d d e m o g r a p h i c c h a n g e s tha t have 

t r a n s f o r m e d A m e r i c a n soc ie t y over t h e last half century , by e x a m i n i n g a ser ies o f c o n t e n t i o u s 

issues in c o n t e m p o r a r y A m e r i c a n po l i t i cs . G u t t e r m a n a n d M u r p h y t a k e up t h e c o n t r o v e r s y 

over t h e " G r o u n d Zero M o s q u e , " t h e pol i t ica l a n d legal ba t t les ove r t h e c o n t r a c e p t i o n m a n d a t e 

in t h e A f fo rdab le Heal th Care A c t a n d t h e e n s u i n g S u p r e m e C o u r t Hobby Lobby d e c i s i o n , t h e 

nat ional r e s p o n s e t o t h e Great Recess ion a n d t h e r ise in e c o n o m i c inequal i ty , a n d ba t t les over 

t h e pub l i c s c h o o l cu r r i cu la , se iz ing o n t h e s e d iv is ive cha l l enges as o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o i l luminate 

t h e c h a n g i n g role o f rel ig ion in A m e r i c a n pub l i c l ife. 

P lac ing the cur rent m o m e n t in to h is tor ica l p e r s p e c t i v e , a n d re f lec t ing o n the poss ib le fu tu re 

of re l ig ion, po l i t i cs , a n d cu l tura l con f l i c t in t he Un i ted S ta tes , G u t t e r m a n a n d M u r p h y exp lo re 

t h e cu l tura l a n d pol i t ica l d y n a m i c s o f evo lv ing no t i ons o f nat iona l a n d re l ig ious ident i ty . T h e y 

a rgue tha t q u e s t i o n s o f re l ig ion are q u e s t i o n s o f ident i ty — pe rsona l , soc ia l , a n d pol i t ica l 

ident i ty — a n d tha t t h e y f u n c t i o n in m a n y of t h e s a m e w a y s as race, sex , gender , a n d e thn ic i ty 

in the c o n s t r u c t i o n of pe rsona l m e a n i n g , t he fos te r ing of so l idar i ty w i t h o t h e r s , a n d the conf l i c t 

t hey c a n o c c a s i o n in t h e pol i t ica l a rena. 
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