Political Religion and Religious Politics: Navigating Identities in the United States explores
the multifaceted implications of the profound cultural and demographic changes that have
transformed American society over the last half century, by examining a series of contentious
issues in contemporary American politics. Gutterman and Murphy take up the controversy
over the “Ground Zero Mosque,” the political and legal battles over the contraception mandate
in the Affordable Health Care Act and the ensuing Supreme Court Hobby Lobby decision, the
national response to the Great Recession and the rise in economic inequality, and battles over
the public school curricula, seizing on these divisive challenges as opportunities to illuminate
the changing role of religion in American public life.

Placing the current moment into historical perspective, and reflecting on the possible future
of religion, politics, and cultural conflict in the United States, Gutterman and Murphy explore
the cultural and political dynamics of evolving notions of national and religious identity. They
argue that questions of religion are questions of identity — personal, social, and political
identity — and that they function in many of the same ways as race, sex, gender, and ethnicity
in the construction of personal meaning, the fostering of solidarity with others, and the conflict
they can occasion in the political arena.
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