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The M yötei Dialogues is t he f i rst  complet e English t ranslat ion of one 

of t he most  im por t an t  w orks of early Japanese Chr ist ianit y. Fukansai 

Habian's M yötei mondö (1605) presents a sharp cr i t ique of t he t hree main 

Japanese t rad i t ions, Buddhism, Shinto, and Confucianism, f o l low ed by 

an explanat ion of t he main t enet s of Chr ist ianit y specif ically aimed at  a 

Japanese audience. W r i t t en by a conver t , it  is of im por t ance not  merely 

because it  shows us how t he Christ ian message was present ed by a 

Japanese t o ot her Japanese, but  also for w hat  it  reveals about  t he state of 

t he t hree nat ive t radi t ions at  t he beginning of t he sevent eent h cent ury. 

W i t h cont r ibut ions by John Breen and Hans M ar t in Kräm er . 
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