
CONTENTS

List of tables and figures page viii
Acknowledgments ix
List of abbreviations xiii

1 Introduction 1

2 Personal status, nation-building and the postcolonial
state 19

3 The impact of state-enforced personal status laws on
human rights 43

4 A fragmented confessional system: state-enforced
religious family laws and human rights in Israel 77

5 A unified confessional system: state'enforced religious
family laws and human rights in Egypt 119

6 A unified semi-confessional system: state-enforced
religious family laws and human rights in India 159

7 Conclusion 205

Appendix Country-specific declarations and reservations
to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) 222

Glossary of foreign terms 227
Bibliography 234
Index 293


