Contents

Introduction

1

The current system of fundamental rights protection in the
European Union

1.1

1.2

1.3

14

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

Article 6(1) TEU: the recognition of binding legal value
to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union

The content of the Charter of Fundamental Rights
Article 6(3) TEU: the general principles of law
concerning fundamental rights

The Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms as a source of inspiration for the
development of general principles of law concerning
fundamental rights

The relevance of the ‘constitutional traditions common
to the Member States’ for the assessment of general
principles of law concerning fundamental rights

The other means for the Court of Justice to elaborate
general principles of law: (i) the influence of sources of
international law; (if) the inductive process from other
provisions of the EU law; (iii) solicitation by other
institutions, bodies, offices and agencies of the Union
Article 6(2) TEU: the provision of the accession of the
European Union to the ECHR

Opinion 2/13 of the Court of Justice and the current
relevance of the ECHR in the legal systems of the
European Union and of the Member States

The impasse of the accession process and the relevance
of the ECHR in the legal systems of the European Union
and of the Member States in the event of accession

1.10 The possible alternatives to the accession

17

26

28

30

35

40

46
54



