“A brilliant, pioneering effort to explain the cosmopolitan ethos within Islamicate
civilization, The Sociology of Islam encompasses all the terminological boldness

of Marshall Hodgson, making the Persianate and Islamicate elements of civic
cosmopolitanism, across the vast Afro-Eurasian ecumene, accessible to the widest possible
readership in both the humanities and the social sciences.”

Bruce B. Lawrence, author of Who is Allah? (2015)

“Ranging across a host of critical case studies and theoretical issues, Salvatore provides a
masterful account of religious ethics, rationalization, and civility across the breadth of the
Muslim world, from early times to today. The result is a book of deep intellectual insight,
important, not just for the sociology of Islam, but for scholars and students interested in
religion, ethics, and modernity in all civilizational traditions.”

Robert Hefner, Boston University

“In the first volume of what promises to be a major three-volume masterpiece, Armando
Salvatore steers a careful and judicious course through the various pitfalls that attend the
field. The result is an academic triumph combining a sweeping historical vision of Islam
with an analytical framework that is structured by the theme of knowledge-power.”

Bryan Turner, City University of New York

The Sociology of Islam provides an accessible introduction to an emerging field of inquiry,
teaching, and debate. The study is located at the crucial intersection between a variety of
disciplines in the social sciences and the humanities. It discusses the long-term dynamics of
Islam as both a religion and as a social, political, and cultural force.

The volume focuses on ideas of knowledge, power, and civility to provide students and
readers with analytic and critical thinking frameworks for understanding the complex
social facets of Islamic traditions and institutions. The study of the sociology of Islam
improves the understanding of Islam as a diverse force that drives a variety of social and
political arrangements.

Delving into both conceptual questions and historical interpretations, The Sociology of
Islam is a transdisciplinary, comparative resource for students, scholars, and policy-makers
seeking to understand Islam’s complex changes throughout history and its impact on the
modern world.
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