
"A br i l l iant  pioneering ef for t  t o explain t he cosmopolitan ethos w it hin Islamicate 
civilizat ion, The Sociology of Islam encompasses all t he terminological boldness 
of M arshall Hodgson, making t he Persianate and Islamicate elements of civic 
cosmopolitanism, across t he vast  Afro-Eurasian ecumene, accessible t o t he widest  possible 
readership in bot h t he humanit ies and t he social sciences."  

Bruce B. Lawrence, author of Who is Allah? (2015) 

"Ranging across a host  of crit ical case studies and theoret ical issues, Salvatore provides a 
masterful account  of religious ethics, rat ionalizat ion, and civilit y across t he breadth of the 
M uslim w or ld, f rom early t imes t o today. The result  is a book of deep intellectual insight, 
important , not  just  for t he sociology of Islam, but  for scholars and students interested in 
religion, ethics, and modernit y in all civilizat ional t radit ions."  

Robert  Hefner, Boston University 

" In t he f irst  volume of what  promises t o be a major three-volume masterpiece, Armando 
Salvatore steers a careful and judicious course t hrough t he various pit falls t hat  at tend the 
f ield. The result  is an academic t r iumph combining a sweeping historical vision of Islam 
w it h an analyt ical f ramework t hat  is st ructured by t he theme of knowledge-power."  

Bryan Turner, City University of New York 

The Sociology of Islam  provides an accessible int roduct ion t o an emerging f ield of inquiry, 
teaching, and debate. The study is located at  t he crucial intersect ion between a variety of 
disciplines in t he social sciences and t he humanit ies. It  discusses t he long-term dynamics of 
Islam as bot h a religion and as a social, polit ical, and cultural force. 

The volume focuses on ideas of knowledge, power, and civilit y t o provide students and 
readers w i t h analyt ic and crit ical t hinking frameworks for understanding t he complex 
social facets of Islamic t radit ions and inst it ut ions. The study of t he sociology of Islam 
improves t he understanding of Islam as a diverse force t hat  drives a variety of social and 
polit ical arrangements. 

Delving int o bot h conceptual quest ions and historical interpretat ions, The Sociology of 
Islam  is a t ransdisciplinary, comparat ive resource for students, scholars, and policy-makers 
seeking t o understand Islam's complex changes t hroughout  history and its impact  on the 
modern w or ld. 

Armando Salvatore is Professor of Global Religious Studies at  M cGill University, M ont real, 
and Professor at  t he Centre for Arab & Islamic Studies of t he Aust ralian Nat ional 
University, Canberra. His w ork as a social scient ist  emphasizes t ransregional comparison 
and explores t he Islamic ecumene's socio-polit ical t rajectories as well as t ranscultural 
interconnect ions. As a complement  t o The Sociology of Islam  he is edit ing The Wiley 
Blackwell History of Islam. Among his previous works are Islam and the Polit ical Discourse 
of M odernity (1997), Public Islam and the Common Good (edited w i t h Dale F. Eickelman, 
2004), The Public Sphere: Liberal M odernity Catholicism and Islam  (2007), and Islam and 
M odernity: Key Issues and Debates (edited w i t h M uhammad Khalid Masud and M art in 
van Bruinessen, 2009). 


