
"These smart, provocative essays are 'critical' in the best sense of that word. They engage seri
ously with core debates, concepts, and presuppositions in the sociological study of religion 
and point to new directions that may avoid the problems of current approaches and encom
pass a wider range of empirical cases. Well-written and insightful, this is a must-read for 
established scholars of religion and for graduate students as well." 

—Penny Edgell, author of Religion and Family in a Changing Society 

The thirteen essays in this volume challenge conventional scholarly approaches to the soci
ology of religion. They urge readers to look beyond congregational settings, beyond the United 
States, and to religions other than Christianity, and encourage critical engagement with reli
gion's complex social consequences. R e l i g i o n on the Edge offers groundbreaking new meth
odologies and models, bringing to light conceptual lacunae, re-centering what is unsettled 
by their use, and inviting a significant reordering of long-accepted political and economic 
hierarchies. The book shows how social scientists across the disciplines can engage with the 
sociology of religion. By challenging many of its long-standing empirical and analytic tenden
cies, the contributors to this volume show how their work informs and is informed by debates 
in other fields and the analytical purchase gained by bringing these many conversations 
together. Religion on the Edge will be a crucial resource for any scholarseeking to understand 
our post-modern, post-secular world. 
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