
In t h i s b o o k O u s m a n Kobo analyzes t h e o r ig ins o f W a h h a b i - i n c l i n e d 

r e f o r m m o v e m e n t s in t w o W e s t A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . C o m m o n l y 

assoc ia ted w i t h recent M i d d l e Eastern in f luences , r e f o r m m o v e m e n t s in 

Ghana a n d Burk ina Faso actual ly began d u r i n g t h e t w i l i g h t of European 

co lon ia l rule in t h e 1 9 5 0 s a n d d e v e l o p e d f r o m local doc t r ina l c o n t e s t s 

ove r I s lamic o r t h o d o x y . T h e s e ear ly m o v e m e n t s in t u r n g r a d u a l l y 

evo l ved in w a y s s y m p a t h e t i c t o W a h h a b i ideas. K o b o also i l lust rates 

t h e m o d e r n i s m o f t h i s s ty le o f Is lamic r e f o r m . The dec is ive f a c t o r fo r 

m o s t o f t h e m o v e m e n t s w a s t h e al l iance of secular ly e d u c a t e d M u s l i m 

el i tes w i t h Is lamic s c h o l a r s t o p r o m o t e a s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y m o d e r n 

re l ig ios i ty r o o t e d in t h e P rophet M u h a m m a d ' s t r a d i t i o n s . Th is b o o k 

t h e r e f o r e p rov ides a f r e s h u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e i n d i g e n o u s o r ig ins o f 

" W a h h a b i s m . " 
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