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"Nacos's needful th ird ed ition is the best there is. No other book is as accessible, 

as comprehensive, as insightful, as timely, or as useful in parsing bitter elefc-

tion-year debates about how to define, discuss, and respond to terro rist violence 

at home and abroad. Every A merican should read it. Now." 

— David A . Green, associate professor at John Jay College of Criminal Justice; 

author of When Children Kill Children: Penal Populism and Political Culture 

P R A I S E F D R T H E S E C O N D E D I T I O N : 

"Brigitte L. Nacos lays bare the logic of po litical violence i n a media age." 

—The Washington Post Book World 

"A valuable guideline for crisis managers and i n communication studies. . . 

Highly Recommended." —CHOICE 

W ith all new and expanded chapters, the th ird ed ition provides an in-d ep th 

look at how terrorists exploit mass media to get attention, spread fear and anxi­

ety among the targets of this sort of violence, and threaten further attacks. The 

trad itional news media's appetite for shocking, sensational, and tragic stories has 

always resulted in over-coverage of terro rist events and threats. But today, social 

media, such as Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube, allow terrorists to co mmuni­

cate directly w ith huge audiences around the globe spreading their propaganda, 

radicalizing and recruiting fo llowers, and pro v id ing know -how to "lone wolves." 

On the other hand, governments in democracies, too, utilize mass media to enlist 

public support for counterterrorist measures. This volume w i l l help readers to 

understand the centrality of media considerations i n bo th terro rism and coun-

terterro rism. 
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