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T H E A N C I E N T NEAR E A S T 

Societies, b o t h ancient and m o d e r n , have frequently celebrated and proclaimed their 

m i l i t a r y victories through overt publ ic demonstrations. In the ancient w o r l d , however, 

the most famous examples o f this come f r o m a single culture and per iod ~ R o m e i n the 

final years o f the R o m a n R e p u b l i c and early R o m a n E m p i r e -- w h i l e those f r o m other 

cultures - such as Egypt , Greece, N e o - A s s y r i a , and indeed other periods o f R o m a n 

history - are generally unexplored. T h e aim o f this v o l u m e is to present a more 

complete study o f this phenomenon and offer a series o f cultural reactions to successful 

m i l i t a r y actions by various peoples o f the ancient Mediterranean w o r l d , i l lustrating 

points o f s imilar i ty and diversity, and demonstrating the complex and multifaceted 

nature o f this transcultural practice. 
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