
I n Health and Ritual in Morocco, Josep Lluís Mateo Dieste analyzes the 

m a n y n o t i o n s o f the body that appear i n var ious Moroccan medica l 

and r e l i g i o u s systems. V i e w i n g these issues f r o m a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l 

and h i s t o r i c a l perspectives to the deve lopment of I s lamic m e d i c i n e 

i n Morocco, t h i s s tudy h i g h l i g h t s the elements of power that define 

these representat ions and practices. Mateo Dieste shows that most 

of the h e a l i n g r i t u a l s challenge the s t r i c t d i v i s i o n between physical 

and m e n t a l a f f l ict ions . Health and Ritual in Morocco provides a valuable 

s t r u c t u r e for u n d e r s t a n d i n g M o r o c c a n concept ions o f the person , 

rites of passage, gender differences and reproduct ive practices. It offers 

ins ights i n t o the w e i g h t o f the n o t i o n s of i m p u r i t y and p u r i f i c a t i o n of 

the body i n the da i ly l i fe o f the c o n t e m p o r a r y Moroccan p o p u l a t i o n . 
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