
Imagining Religious Communit ies 

t ells the story of t he Gupt a family 

through the personal and religious 

narrat ives they tell as they create and 

maintain their ext ended family and 

community across nat ional borders. 

Based on ethnographic research, 

the book demonst rates the ways 

that  t ransnat ional communit ies are 

involved in shaping their experiences 

through narrat ive performances. 

Jennifer B. Saunders demonst rates 

that  narrat ive performances shape 

part icipants' social realit ies in mult iple 

ways: they def ine ident it ies, they create 

connect ions bet w een community 

members living on opposite sides of 

nat ional borders, and they help create 

new homes amidst  increasing mobility. 

The narrat ives are religious and include 

epic narrat ives such as excerpt s f rom 

the Ramayana as well as personal 

narrat ives w ith dharmic implicat ions. 

Saunders's analysis combines scholarly 

understandings of t he ways in which 

performances shape the context s 

in which they are t old, indigenous 

comprehension of the power that  

recit ing certain narrat ives can have on 

those who hear t hem, and the theory 

that  social imaginaries def ine new 

social realit ies through expressing the 

aspirat ions of communit ies. Imagining 

Religious Communit ies argues that  this 

Hindu community's religious narrat ive 

performances signif icant ly cont ribute 

to shaping their t ransnat ional lives. 


