
THE 

Logic 
OF THE 

Gift 
Toward an Ethic of Generosity 

Edited by 
Alan D. Schrift 

Routledge New York London 1997 



Table of Contents 

Acknowledgments xi 

Sharon Olds, 

"More Blessèd" xiii 

Alan D. Schrift, 

"Introduction: Why Gift?" 1 

PART ONE: DOCUMENTS 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, 

"Gifts" 25 
Marcel Mauss, 

"Gift, Gift" 28 

Émile Benveniste, 
"Gift and Exchange in the Indo-European Vocabulary" 33 

PART TWO: READINGS OF MAUSS 

Claude Lévi-Strauss, 
Selections from Introduction to the Work of Marcel Mauss 45 

Marshall Sahlins, 

"The Spirit of the Gift" 70 

Rodolphe Gasché, 
"Heliocentric Exchange" 100 

PART THREE: FRENCH RE-APPRAISALS 

Jacques Derrida, 

"The Time of the King" 121 

Hélène Cixous, 

"Sorties: Out and Out: Attacks/Ways Out/Forays" 148 

Luce Irigaray, 
"Women on the Market" 174 

ix 



X Contents 

Pierre Bourdieu 
Selections from The Logic of Practice 

Pierre Bourdieu, 
"Marginalia - Some Additional Notes on the Gift 231 

190 

PART FOUR: ANGLO-AMERICAN INTERVENTIONS 

Allan Stoekl, 
"Bataille, Gift Giving, and the Cold War" 245 

Robert Bernasconi, 
"What Goes Around Comes Around: Derrida and Levinas 
on the Economy of the Gift and the Gift of Genealogy" 256 

Gary Shapiro, 
"The Metaphysics o f Presents: Nietzsche's Gift, the Debt to 
Emerson, Heidegger's Values" 274 

Marilyn Strathern, 
"Partners and Consumers: Making Relations Visible" 292 

Notes on Contributors 313 

Works Cited 315 

Selected Bibliography 327 

Index 331 


