
Table of Contents

Acknowledgments ix
Key Acronyms xi

Introduction 1
Chapter 1: Repression, Rebellion, and Nationalism: Northern Mali/Azawad

Through 2011 9
From French Sudan to Mali 10
TheTuaregs and the Keita Regime: Rebellion and Repression 12
The Ishumar Generation: Drought, Emigration, and Territoriality 15
The 1990s: Revolution, Democracy, and Illusory Peace 18
The ATTYears: Simmering Rebellion and Institutional Decay 21

Chapter 2: War and Peace in Northern Mali/Azawad:The MNLA, October
2011-December 2015 31
The Nascent MNLA 32
War and Government Collapse: The MNLA's High Tide 34
Jihadist Takeover 37
International Intervention 38
The Start of the Political Process 40
One Step Forward, Two Steps Back: Resurgence of Fighting 42
Renewed Push to a Peace Agreement 46

http://d-nb.info/1232662666


VI I AZAWAD'S FACEBOOK WARRIORS

Enduring Conflict 47
Chapter 3: The MNLA on Facebook: Social Media Outreach by the Numbers 53

The MNLA on Social Media 54
The Pro-MNLA Facebook Community: Quantitative Methodology 55
Defining the Dataset: Accounts 56
Defining the Dataset: Posts 60
Posts OverTime: Results and Discussion 68
General Discussion and Conclusions 74

Chapter 4: A Comparative Look at the MNLA's Use of Social Media 79
The 2011 Egyptian Revolution 79
The Islamic State 87
Parsing Structure and Agency in Social Media Use 92

Chapter 5: Dominant Pro-MNLA Discourse Frames and Identity
on Facebook 97
Micro Discourse Analysis of Groups in the Middle East and Africa 97
Frames and Framing 98
The Genocidal State Frame: Construction 99
The Genocidal State Frame: Activation 102
The Anti-Jihadist Frame: Construction 105
The Anti-Jihadist Frame: Activation 107
The Long Struggle Frame: Construction 108
The Long Struggle Frame: Activation 111
Frames, Community, and Identity 112

Chapter 6: Sacred Visual Motifs in Pro-MNLA Facebook Discourse 115
Durkheim, the Sacred, and Symbolism 116
The Azawadian Flag 117
The Azawadian Woman 121
The Nomadic Lifestyle 124
The MNLA, Symbolic Motifs, Violence, and the Construction of a Society 127

Chapter 7: Mali Since 2015: A Failing Peace Process and the Death of the
MNLA's Ideology 131
The Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation 132
Implementing the Agreement: Comprehensive Failure, Payroll Peace 135
The Agreement as a Payroll Peace: Set Up to Fail 137
Post-Agreement Mali and the Death of the MNLA's Political Ideology 143

Conclusion: Change Without Resolution 149



TABLE OF CONTENTS | vii

Appendix 1: Full Texts of Official Social Media Posts Referenced in Chapter 5 153 
Appendix 2: Links to Selected Images Posted or Shared by Official Accounts 
Referenced in Chapter 6 165
Select Bibliography 167
Index 179


