
Contents
Preface and Acknowledgements ix

Notes on the Contributors x

1 Introduction
Christopher G.A. Bryant and Henk A. Becker 1

2 Achievement in the Analytical Tradition in Sociology
Henk A. Becker 8

3 From Cognitive Style to Substantive Content:
Programmatics and Pragmatics in the Development of
Sociological Knowledge
Robin Williams 31

4 The Sociological Study of History: Institutions and Social
Development
Stephen Mennell 54

5 Tales of Innocence and Experience: Developments in
Sociological Theory since 1950
Christopher G. A. Bryant 69

6 Methodological Achievements in Sociology over
the Past Few Decades with Special Reference to the
Interplay of Quantitative and Qualitative Methods
Peter Abell 94

7 Successful Applications of Sociology
Martin Bulmer 117

8 Sociology in America
Nicholas C. Mullins 143

9 Sociology in Britain: A Going Concern
John Eldridge 157

10 What Has Sociology Achieved? The French Paradox
Philippe Bernoux 179

11 Sociology in Germany: Institutional Development
and Paradigmatic Structure
Ansgar Weymann 204

vii



viii Contents

12 What Dutch Sociology Has Achieved

13

14

Index

Leo Laeyendecker

Strategies for Future Development in
Wil A. Arts and HenkA. Becker

Conclusions
Henk A. Becker and Christopher G. A.

Sociology

Bryant

221

238

248

259


