
Atheist  Secularism and its Discontents takes a 

comparat ive approach t o understanding religion under 

communism, arguing t hat  communism was integral t o 

t he global experience of secularism. Bringing t oget her 

leading researchers whose work spans t he Eurasian 

cont inent , it  shows t hat  def ining, co-opt ing and 

appropriat ing religion was cent ral t o communist  polit ical pract ices. Indeed, 

it  is precisely because atheism was so cent ral t o t he communist  project  

t hat  atheism's others, superst it ion and religion, were essent ial t o t he 

communist  experience. Alt hough all forms of communism sought  t o 

eradicate or l im it  religion, t his book demonst rates t hat  religious life under 

such regimes was unexpectedly r ich, and t hat  t hroughout  t he communist  

and post -communist  w or ld religious and polit ical imaginaries are 

int imat ely int er t w ined. 
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