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E n g a g i n g v^ith some of the central issues i n the sociology of re l ig ion, this 

v o l u m e investigates the role a n d signif icance of churches a n d re l ig ion i n 

c o n t e m p o r a r y Western a n d Eastern Europe . Based o n an extensive 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l research project, it offers case studies of various countries 

( i n c l u d i n g F i n l a n d , Ireland, Portugal , Germany, P o l a n d , Russia, Estonia, 

H u n g a r y a n d Croat ia) , as w e l l as cross-country comparisons . Researching 

more precisely the present social relevance of c h u r c h a n d re l ig ion at different 

levels. T h e S o c i a l S i g n i f i c a n c e of R e l i g i o n i n t h e E n l a r g e d E u r o p e raises and 

responds to both descriptive a n d explanatory questions: C a n w e observe 

tendencies of rel igious decl ine i n the various Western a n d Eastern European 

countries? Are we wi tness ing trends of rel igious i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n ? To what 

extent has there been a rel igious u p s w i n g i n the last few years? A n d what are 

the factors causing the observed processes of rel igious change? 

M a r k e d by its broad range of data and a coherent conceptual framework, i n 

accordance w i t h w h i c h each chapter assesses the extent to w h i c h three important 

theoretical approaches i n the sociology of re l ig ion—secular izat ion theory, the 

market m o d e l of rel igion, and the indiv idual izat ion thesis—are applicable to the 

data, this book w i l l be of interest to scholars of sociology, politics and religion 

exploring religious trends and attitudes i n contemporary Europe. 
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