
Th is t imely b o o k aims t o change the way w e th ink abou t 

re l ig ion by put t ing e m o t i o n back o n t o the agenda. It 

chal lenges a tendency t o over -emphas ise rat ional aspects 

of re l ig ion, and rehabi l i tates its e m b o d i e d , v iscera l and 

affective d imens ions .Aga ins t the v i ew that rel ig ious 

e m o t i o n is a pure ly pr ivate matter , it offers a n e w 

f r a m e w o r k w h i c h s h o w s h o w rel igious e m o t i o n s ar ise in 

the var ied in terac t ions b e t w e e n human agents and rel ig ious 

commun i t i es , human agents and ob jec ts of devo t i on , and 

commun i t i es and sacred symbo ls . It p resents paral lels and 

con t ras ts be tween rel igious e m o t i o n s in Eu ropean and 

A m e r i c a n history, in o t h e r cu l tures, and in c o n t e m p o r a r y 

w e s t e r n soc ie t ies . By taking e m o t i o n s ser iously, A S o c i o l o g y 

o f R e l i g i o u s E m o t i o n sheds n e w light o n the p o w e r o f re l ig ion 

t o shape fundamenta l human o r ien ta t ions and mot i va t ions : 

hopes and fears, joys and s o r r o w s , loves and hat reds. 

Thought fu l ly i l lustrated w i th pho tog raph ic plates that 

capture the global range of rel ig ions and cu l tures d iscussed. 



O l e Riis is P r o f e s s o r o f S o c i o l o g y o f Re l ig ion at 

the U n i v e r s i t y o f A g d e r in N o r w a y . O v e r a 

g e n e r a t i o n he has taught genera l soc io logy , 

m e t h o d o l o g y , and s o c i o l o g y o f re l ig ion at 

un ivers i t ies in D e n m a r k . H e is a u t h o r o f b o o k s 

o n Soc ia l R e s e a r c h in P r a c t i c e , C o m b i n e d 

M e t h o d s , a n d T h e o r i e s and M e t h o d s in t he 

S o c i o l o g y o f Re l i g i on . H e has s e r v e d as a 

consu l tan t , i nc lud ing f o r t he D a n i s h g o v e r n m e n t . 

H i s r esea rch inc ludes c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t he 

E u r o p e a n Va lues Study. 

L i n d a W o o d h e a d w a s e d u c a t e d at C a m b r i d g e , 

taught at R i p o n C o l l e g e C u d d e s d o n , O x f o r d , 

and is n o w P r o f e s s o r o f S o c i o l o g y o f Re l ig ion at 

Lancas te r Un ive rs i t y , and V is i t i ng P r o f e s s o r at 

A a r h u s Un ive rs i t y . H e r in te res t is re l ig ion and 

change in c o n t e m p o r a r y soc ie t i es . She cu r ren t l y 

d i rec ts t he £ 12m resea rch p r o g r a m m e ' Re l ig ion 

and Soc ie t y ' , cons i s t i ng o f 70 separa te p ro jec ts . 
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