
Contents

List of Figures vii
List of Tables ix
Notes on Contributors xi

Introduction: Comparing Media Systems in Central and Eastern Europe:
Politics, Economy, Culture 1
Sabina Mihelj and John Downey

1 Post-communist Political Systems and Media Freedom and
Independence 15
Kami Jakubowicz

2 The Interplay of Politics and Economics in Transitional Societies 41
Colin Spar/cs

3 Between Segmentation and Integration: Media Systems and
Ethno-cultural Diversity in Central and Eastern Europe 63
Sabina Mihelj

4 Gender (In)equity in Post-socialist Media 89
Mojca Pajnik

5 Transnational Capital, Media Differentiation, and Institutional
Isomorphism in Central and Eastern European Media Systems 113
John Downey

6 Transnational Media Regulation in Central and Eastern Europe 137
Alison Harcourt

Back to the Local? Transnational Media Flows and Audience
Consumption Patterns in Central and Eastern Europe 157
Vaclav Stetka

Conclusion 189
John Downey and Sabina Mihelj

Index 197


