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About the Series 
The goal of this new, unique Series is to offer readable, teachable "thinking frames" 
on today's social problems and social issues by leading scholars. These are available 
for view on http://routledge.customgateway.com/routledge-social-issues.html. 

For instructors teaching a wide range of courses in the social sciences, the Routledge 
S o c i a l I s s u e s C o l l e c t i o n now offers the best of both worlds: originally written short 
texts that provide "overviews" to important social issues as w e l l as teachable 
excerpts from larger works previously published by Routledge and other presses. 

About the Book 

Facing a crisis unlike that of any other generation, young people are caught between 
the discourses of consumerism and a powerful crime-control-complex, and are 
viewed increasingly as commodities or are subjected to the dictates of an ever-
expanding criminal justice system. Drawing upon critical analyses, biography, and 
social theory, D i s p o s a b l e Y o u t h , R a c i a l i z e d M e m o r i e s a n d t h e C u l t u r e o f C r u e l t y 
explores the current conditions young people now face within an emerging culture of 
privatization, insecurity, and commodification, and raises some important questions 
regarding the role that educators, young people, and concerned citizens might play in 
challenging the plight of youth while deepening and extending the promise of a better 
future and a viable democracy. 

Henry A. Giroux currently holds the Global TV Network Chair Professorship at 
McMaster University in the English and Cultural Studies Department. His most 
recent books include: Y o u t h i n a S u s p e c t S o c i e t y : D e m o c r a c y o r D i s p o s a b i l i t y ? 
(2009); Z o m b i e P o l i t i c s a n d C u l t u r e i n t h e A g e o f C a s i n o C a p i t a l i s m (2011); On C r i t i c a l 
P e d a g o g y (2011); and E d u c a t i o n a n d t h e C r i s i s o f P u b l i c V a l u e s (2012). His website can 
be found at www.henryagiroux.com. 
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