
'This is a very timely collection of contributions on a much 
vilified movement by a fine group of first-class scholars. They 
portray the Muslim Brotherhood and its complex intellectual and 
ideological heritage, trying to come to grips with the many con­
temporary challenges it faces. While critically assessing its endur­
ing secrecy and monopolistic claims about its representativeness, 
this volume convincingly argues that the Muslim Brotherhood has 
dramatically changed over the decades. It is now a moderate move­
ment, as diverse as the national environments in which its affiliated 
organisations operate. This volume confronts head-on the argument 
of pundits who argue that Islam cannot change.' 

Rik Coolsaet, Ghent University, author of Jihadi Terrorism and 
the Radicalisation Challenge: European and American Experiences 

'This volume is a rich documentation and critical assessment of 
political movements related to the Muslim Brothers and their 
changing ideologies in various European nation states since the 
1960s. It systematically addresses not only the often negative 
perceptions by journalists and politicians in Europe, but also the 
contradictions and ambiguities within the organisations. It is a 
highly qualified academic approach that helps to paint a much-
needed differentiated picture.' 

Bettina Graf, Zentrum Moderner Orient Berlin, co-editor of 
Global Mufti: The Phenomenon of Yusuf Al-Qaradawi 

'A penetrating assessment of the origins and inner workings of an 
influential and diverse Islamist movement operating in Europe. 
Where the Brotherhood is widely portrayed as a counter-Enlight­
enment Trojan Horse, this volume offers an impressively more 
nuanced understanding of its evolution, moving away from its 
totalising dogma and militancy towards political pragmatism as it 
engages with democracy, secularism, and Muslim minority status.' 
Humayan Ansari, Professor of Islam and Culture, Royal Hol-
loway, University of London, and author of The Infidel Within: 
Muslims in Britain Since 1800 


