
Max We be r's wri t ing s i n  The Sociology of Religion are today ackno wle dged as a class ic of the 

so cial  scie nces i n the twen t ie th century. Th ey are key texts for  un de rs tan d ing We be r's cen tral 

socio logical  concepts co n ce rn ing We s te rn and Eas te rn 'civi l isat io ns '. Th i s book argues that  the 

concept  and pro blem at ic of pe rsonali ty plays a pivo tal  ro l e wi th i n these wo rks. Pro vid in g a de-

tailed re co nstruct ion of th i s concept  wi th i n We be r's system at ic s tudies of wo rl d re l igio n s as we ll 

as th ro ugho ut  h i s m e tho do lo gical  and po li t ical  wri t ings , th i s book sho ws it s co m plex deve lop-

m e nt  wi th i n th re e strictl y re lated pro ble m at ics associated wi t h We be r's in flue n t ia l  com parat ive 

h is to rical  socio logy and theory of so cial  act ion -

ind ividuat io n , po li t ic s and o rie n tal ism . Toge ther 

they shape and consti tute what  i s d is t inct iv e i n 

Max We be r's theory of personality. 

"Sara R. Farr is's analysis of t he d iffe rent areas o f 

W eber 's research is very in fo r m a t ive and 

su bst an t ia l; h er d iffe ren t ia t ed id eo logy-cr it ique 

is co n vin c ing and in sp i r in g. By focu sing on 

Weber 's con cept o f t he O ccid en t al 'p erson a lit y' 

and it s cou n t er - im age of an Asiat ic 'n on -p erson a li t y', she has fo u nd an excellent t h eoret ical 

key to lay bare t he O r ien t a l ist p a t t e rn u n d e r ly ing h is com p ara t ive analysis of wo r ld re l igion s. 

W h oever t r ies to wo rk w i t h W eber 's socio logical t ools needs to be aware of t he id eo logical 

baggage con t a in ed i n h is m e t h od o logical ap p roach ." 

Jan Re h m a n n, a u t h or o f Max W eber, Modernisierung als passive Revolution ( Ar gu m e n t, 1998) 

and Theories of Ideology: The Powers of Alienation and Subjection ( Br i l l , 2013). 

"Sara R. Farr is's p a t h -b r eak ing b ook is t he fir st syst em at ic a t t e m pt to u n d e r s t a nd Max 

W eb er 's cen t ral con cept o f p erson a lit y. By m eans of p o we r ful cr i t ical scru t in y, Far r is reveals 

t he class-based, Eu r ocen t r ic and O r ie n t a l ist p r esu p p o s i t io ns o f W eb er 's con cep t. Readers 

in t erest ed i n W eber 's sociology sh o u ld n ot m iss t h is o u t s t a n d ing p iece o f research ." 

M ich a el Lowy, a u t h or o f La cage d'acier: Max W eber et le marxisme wébérien (Stock, 2013). 
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