BUDDHIST VIOLENCE IS WIDELY CONSIDERED AN OXYMORON.
The idea of a militarized Buddhist monastery or a Buddhist monk holding a handgun
stretches the imagination — yet these things are seen in southern Thailand. Michael K.
Jerryson offers an extensive examination of one of the least-known, but longest-running
conflicts in Southeast Asia. The conflict in Thailand’s southernmost provinces is fueled
by religious divisions. Although Thailand’s total population is over 92 percent Buddhist,
more than 85 percent of the people in the southernmost provinces are Muslim. Since
' 2004, the Thai government has imposed martial law over the territory to combat a
grass-roots Malay Muslim insurgency.

Through fieldwork in the primary area of conflict, Jerryson chronicles the habits of
Buddhist monks in the militarized zone. Many Buddhist practices remain unchanged:
monks continue to chant, counsel the laity, and accrue merit. At the same time, however,
monks zealously advocate Buddhist nationalism, act as covert military officers, and
equip themselves with guns. Buddhist Fury reveals the ways in which religion alters the
nature of the conflict and the dangers that accompany such a transformation.
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