
CONTENTS

Acknowledgments ix / Author's Note xi

INTRODUCTION • An Unsentimental Journey i

PART i Documenting Cultural Legacies of an Empire

Sergey Prokudin-Gorsky: Photographer of an Empire 13

The Intertwining Fates of Two Collections 27

THE SERGEY PROKUDIN-GORSKY COLLECTION, THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 27

THE WILLIAM BRUMFIELD COLLECTION, NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 33

PART 11 J o u r n e y s

ONE • The Ancient Heartland 39

T W O • The West: From Smolensk Southward to Ryazan 101

T H R E E • The Northwest: From Lake Ladoga to the Volga Basin 167

FOUR • The Upper Volga: From the Valdai Heights to Torzhok 225

FIVE • The Volga from Uglich to Yurevets 277

s ix • From the Ural Mountains into Siberia 351

SEVEN • Central Asia—Turkestan 413

E I G H T • Nor th to the Solovetsky Islands 473

C O N C L U S I O N • Above the Abyss: A Reflection on Photography 497

as an Instrument of Memory

Index 507


