
This volume explores the religious transformation of each nation in 
modern Asia. When the Asian people, who were not only diverse in 
culture and history, but also active in performing local traditions and 
religions, experienced a socio-political change under the wave of Western 
colonialism, the religious climate was also altered from a transnational 
perspective. Part One explores the nationals of China (Taiwan), Hong 
Kong, Korea, and Japan, focusing on the manifestations of Japanese 
religion, Chinese foreign policy, the British educational system in Hong 
Kong in relation to Tibetan Buddhism, the Korean women of Catholicism, 
and the Scottish impact in late nineteenth century Korea. Part Two 
approaches South Asia through the topics of astrology, the works of a 
Gujarat! saint, and Himalayan Buddhism. The third part is focused on the 
conflicts between 'indigenous religions and colonialism,' 'Buddhism and 
Christianity,' 'Islam and imperialism,' and 'Hinduism and Christianity' in 
Southeast Asia. 
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Kim's 'Religious Transformation in Modern Asia/ written by experts 
in Northeast South and Southeast Asia, offers a rare insight into 
themes and issues that confront both practitioners as insiders as well as 
academics and informed outsiders. As such, it promises to contribute to 
the understanding of the study of religions in Asia, both historically and 
in contemporary settings, while at the same time offering important 
theoretical advances in the academic study of religions generally. 
- James L. Cox, Emeritus Professor of Religious Studies, 
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