In this wide-ranging suney, Peter J Bowler explores the phenamenon of
futurology: predictions aoout the future development and Inpact of science
ad technology aon society ad culture in the twentieth century. Ukilizing
science ficion, popular science literature and the novels of tre literary dite,
Bowler highlights contested respornses totie potential for revolutionary social
change brought aoout by redl and Inegined scientific innovatiars. Charrting
the effect of social and military developnents on attrtucks tonard innovation
In ELrope and Arerica, Bowler shows how conflict between the entiusiasm
oftechnocrats andtie pessimismof thelr crtics wes presented to tre pubdlic In
lbooks, megazines andexhibitions, axdontie radio adtelevision. A senies of
case studies reveals the inpect of technolagies such as radio, aviation, spece
exoloration and geretics, explonng nvalnes between innovators and the often
unexected outcon'e of thair efforts to proouce nechaniss ad nechines
thet could dhainge tre wordd




