
Contents

Abbreviations.................................................................................... 9

Introduction...................................................................................... 13

Part 1 Conceptualisation of the interaction between the physical 
and metaphysical worlds: basic premises

1 General characteristics of cognitive processes............................29

1.1 The experiential myth: the starting point for cognitive analysis ......... 29

1.2 Preconceptual image schemas................................................................  30
1.2.1 The FORCE schema........................................................................ 32
1.2.2 The CENTRE-PERIPHERY schema............................................. 37

1.3 Symbolic thinking.................................................................................... 41
1.3.1 Symbol - myth - ritual.....................................................................45
1.3.2 Prototypes of imaging the cosmic order:

the cosmic mountain and the tree of life......................................... 48

2 Stereotype as a projection and interpretation of the world.... 55

2.1 The basis for creating stereotypes in folk culture ................................. 58

2.2 The individual and collective subject
and the object of conceptualisation........................................................ 59

2.3 Point of view............................................................................................  61

2.4 The opposition between the ‘own/familiar” (swoj)
and the “strange/alien” (obey) perspectives........................................... 63
2.4.1 The spatial concept.........................................................................  63
2.4.2 Individual identity

based on the first-person bodily perspective................................  65
2.4.3 Identity based on group membership............................................ 66

http://d-nb.info/1197154086


6 Contents

2.4.4 Group identity in a cosmic perspective....................................... 68
2.4.5 Emotional attitude and bipolar values: “own/familiar”

(swoj) - "good' versus “strange/alien” (obey) = "bad'................... 68
2.4.6 The spatial and temporal factor.................................................... 69

2.5 Profiling................................................................................................... 73

2.6 Elemental forces and lights in the sky as the basis of imaging
natural and supernatural reality............................................................ 76

2.7 Preconceptual image schemas in the creation myth.......................... 77

Part 2 Imaging the relations between the physical and 
metaphysical worlds: the four natural elements

3 Water........................................................................................... 81

3.1 The creation myth and the demiurgic properties of water................. 81

3.2 The interaction of demonic forces in the act of creation.................... 85

3.3 Water - the devil - ""otherworlds” (zaswiaty)...................................... 88

3.4 The sanctity of water.............................................................................. 93
3.4.1 The miraculous power of water in scenes involving divine

and holy figures............................................................................. 94
3.4.2 The cleansing power of water in scenes of God's wrath .............  101

3.5 The power of water in the interactions between man and the sacred...... 105
3.5.1 The cult of water............................................................................ 105

3.5.1.1 The stereotypical motif of a miraculous spring.............  106
3.5.1.2 The system of norms regulating behaviour

with respect to water........................................................ 108
3.5.1.3 Sacrificial offerings..........................................................  Ill
3.5.1.4 Lexical exponents of the cult of water ............................ 113

3.5.2 Practices making use of the life-giving power of water..............  114
3.5.3 Practices making use of the cleansing power of water...............  124
3.5.4 Magical practices making use ofthe destructive power of water  130

3.6 Water symbolism ................................................................................... 133



Contents 7

4 Earth............................................................................................. 147

4.1 The semantic memory of archetypal creation myths
in profiling the relations between heaven and earth..........................  147

4.2 Mother-earth and the archetypal model of the union between
heaven and earth.................................................................................... 148

4.3 The creation myth based on the concept of the cosmic egg............... 163

4.4 The agricultural version of the creation scene .................................... 168

4.5 Patterns of interaction in the act of creation
and its ritual re-enactment ................................................................... 170
4.5.1 Interaction on the part of man ..................................................... 170
4.5.2 Interaction on the part of demonic forces...................................  175

4.6 Earth symbolism.................................................................................... 181

5 Air................................................................................................  189

5.1 The creation myth: the breath of life .................................................... 189

5.2 Wind: the sacral profile......................................................................... 190
5.2.1 Wind in the relations between God and man............................  191
5.2.2 Wind in the relations between man and God............................  196

5.3 Wind: the demonic profile.................................................................... 202
5.3.1 Wind in the relations between the devil and man ...................... 205
5.3.2 Wind in the relations between man and demons........................ 207
5.3.3 Souls in the power of evil forces: ghosts, spectres, witches.........212

5.4 Air symbolism........................................................................................ 223

6 Fire................................................................................................. 233

6.1 Archetypal profiles of the cult of fire.................................................... 233

6.2 The profiles of otherworldly fires.........................................................  234
6.2.1 The creation myth and heavenly fire..............................................234
6.2.2 Thunderbolt fire.............................................................................. 237
6.2.3 Hell fire ........................................................................................... 247



8 Contents

6.2.4 Purgatorial fire.............................................................................253

6.3 The profile of the home fire ................................................................... 264

6.4 Fire symbolism....................................................................................... 275

Part 3 Imaging the relations between the physical and 
metaphysical worlds: the sun and the moon

7 The sun........................................................................................... 283

7.1 The creation myth and the life-giving profile of the sun .................... 283

7.2 Sunrise and sunset: the temporal and spatial boundaries.................. 288
7.2.1 After sunset: the demonic time...................................................... 292
7.2.2 Before sunrise: the magical time ................................................ 293

7.3 Sun symbolism....................................................................................... 295

8 The moon.......................................................................................305

8.1 The creation myth: the sacral profile of the moon..............................  305

8.2 The influence of the moonlight on human beings..............................  315

8.3 Moon symbolism................................................................................... 323

Conclusion.........................................................................................335

Summary............................................................................................349

Bibliography...................................................................................... 351

Index...................................................................................................393


