
In The Coloniality of the Secular, An 
Yountae investigates the collusive ties 
between the modern concepts of the 
secular, religion, race, and coloniality in 
the Americas. Drawing on the work of 
Edouard Glissant, Frantz Fanon, Aimé 
Césaire, Sylvia Wynter, and Enrique Dus- 
sel. An maps the intersections of revo­
lutionary non-Western thought with 
religious ideas to show how decolonial- 
ity redefines the sacred as an integral part 
of its liberation vision. He examines these 
thinkers’ rejection of colonial religions 
and interrogates the narrow conception 
of religion that confines it within colo­
nial power structures. An explores de- 
coloniality s conception of the sacred in 
relation to revolutionary violence, gen­
der, creolization, and racial phenome­
nology, demonstrating its potential for 
reshaping religious paradigms. Pointing 
out that the secular has been pivotal to 
regulating racial hierarchies under colo­
nialism, he advocates for a broader un­
derstanding of religion that captures the 
fundamental ideas that drive decolonial 
thinking. By examining how decolonial 
theory incorporates the sacred into its 
vision of liberation, An invites readers 
to rethink the transformative power of 
decoloniality and religion to build a 
hopeful future.

“How are religious sensibilities mobilized in 
decolonial thought, a tradition that rebels 
against the legacy of Christianity in shaping 
colonial ideologies? Challenging the wide­
spread assumption of decolonial thought as 
‘secular,’ The Coloniality of the Secular offers 
an attentive and insightful reading of some 
of its most celebrated theorists, surfacing 
their gestures toward a notion of the sacred. 
This is an indispensable contribution to the­
orizing religion in the Americas and recon­
ceiving decolonial thought and practice!” 
— MAYRA RIVERA, author of Poetics of 
the Flesh

“The Coloniality of the Secular takes on, with 
critical precision and erudition, the thorny 
concepts of religion and secularism as both 
have been mediated by the colonizing and 
hegemonic yoke of Christianity and its 
mirror images. Drawing upon a rich ar­
ray of Africana and decolonial scholarship 
to make his case, An Yountae presents a 
provocative decolonial analysis and the­
ory in which creolizing the sacred shines 
through transcending the colonial religion/ 
secular divide. A valuable contribution not 
only to decolonial thought but also to crit­
ical modernity studies, religious studies, 
race studies, and global southern thought.” 
—LEWIS R. GORDON, author of Freedom, 
Justice, and Decolonization
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