
In m a n y parts of the world the 'white m a n ' is perceived as a n inst igator 

of global isat ion and an embodiment of moderni ty . However , anthropolo­

gists have paid little attention to the actual heterogeneity a n d complex­

ity of 'whiteness ' in specific e thnographic contexts. This s tudy examines 

cu l tura l perceptions of other' a n d ' se l f as expressed in cargo cults 

and masked dances in Papua New G u i n e a . Indigenous terms, images 

and concepts are contrasted w i t h their western counterparts ; the latter 

par t ly d e r i v i n g f rom the publ icat ions a n d field notes of Char les Valen­

tine. After h a v i n g done his first f ieldwork more t h a n fifty years ago, this 

'anthropological ancestor ' has n o w become part of the local t radi t ion and 

has thus t u r n e d into a k i n d of m y t h i c a l figure. Based on anthropolog ica l 

fieldwork as wel l as a r c h i v a l studies, th is book addresses the relat ion 

between western and indigenous perceptions of self a n d other, between 

tradit ion and modernity, a n d between anthropolog ica l ancestors and 

descendants. In this way the work contributes to the study of whiteness , 

cargo cults and masked dances i n Papua N e w G u i n e a . 
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