Broadcast Talk demonstrates the relevance of talk and its analysis to
undesstandiag the communicative process in television and radio.

The fundamental Stgnmcance of the media as commumcatwe outietsin a

modern society is widely understood, but the language in which this

communication takes place is as yet little studied. As the contributors to

this book illustrate, the study of talk on radio and television addresses
central questions of how institutional authcmy and power are mamtamed

how the media construct audiences, ana haw auésences make sense of

- programme output.

Interms of styles of discourse, the book covers the range of broadcast
talk, from formal (such as news or political speeches) to informal -
- (such as chat shows and disc mckeys on radio). Theoretically, it draws on -
ideas from discourse and conversational analysis, pragmatics and critical
linguistics, and on the ideas of Geﬁman Gaﬂmkel and Habermas |

‘Frammg a new appmach to the analysis at bmadcastmg mst;tutmns as
systems of communication, Broadcast Talk will be of interest to a wide
range of students and lecturers in imgmstacs sm:mlegy, communications
and cuitura! studies.



