f’Splrltuals performed by Jubllee troupes became a sensatron in post Crvrl War Amerrca First brought
{to the stage by choral ensembles hke the FlSk Jubilee Smgers, sp1r1tuals anchored a wide range of late
inmeteenth century entertalnments, mcludmg rrunstrelsy, varrety and plays by both black and white
compames : :

“In the ﬁrst book- length treatment of postbellum sp1r1tuqls in theatrrcal entertamments, Sandra Jean
Graham mmes a trove of resources to chart the sp1r1tual’s Journey from the prrvate lives of slaves to the -
concert stage. Graham navigates the conﬂrctlng agendas of those who, in adapting spmtuals for their -
own ends, sold conceptions of racial 1dent1ty to their patrons In so doing they laid the foundation .
for a black entertamment 1ndustry whose artlstrc, ﬁnanc1al and cultural practices extended 1nto the -

- twentieth century
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