
Wilderness provides a m ultid iscip lin ary  in trod uction  into the diverse ways 

in  w h ich  w e m ake sense o f  w ildern ess: h o w  w e conceptualize it, exp eri­

ence it, interact w ith  it, and im agin e  it. D raw ing u p on  key theorists, p h i­

lo soph ers, an d  researchers w h o  have con tribu ted  im portan t kn ow led ge  to 

the top ic, this title argu es for a relational- and process-based  n o tion  o f  the 

term  and  understands it as a keystone for the exam ination  o f  issues from  

conservation  to  m ore-th an -hu m an  relations.

The text is o rgan ized  around  th em ed  chapters d iscussin g  the concept 

o f  w ildern ess and its p lace in the social im agination , w ilderness regulation  

and m anagem en t, access, travel and tourism , representation  in  m ed ia  and 

arts, and the use o f  w ilderness for education , exploration , play, and therapy, 

as w ell as its parcelling out in  parks, reserves, or rem ote “ w astelands.” The 

book  m aps out the h istorical transform ation  o f  the idea o f  w ilderness, 

h igh ligh tin g  its in tersections w ith  n otion s o f  nature and w ildn ess and  

teasin g ou t the im plication s o f  these links for theoretical debate. It offers 

b oxes that show case im portan t recent case studies ran gin g  fro m  the 

developm ent o f  adventure travel and eco tou rism  to the practice o f  trekking 

to  the changing role o f  technology u se  in the w ild. Sum m aries o f  key points, 

further readings, d iscussion  questions, and Internet-based resources, such  as 

short videos, allow readers to grasp the im portance o f w ilderness to  w ider 

social, cultural, political, econom ic, h istorical, and everyday processes.

Wilderness is d esign ed  for courses and  m o d u les on  the sub ject at both  

postgrad u ate  and un d ergrad uate  levels. The b o o k  w ill also assist p ro fe s­

sional geographers, so c io lo g ists, an th ropologists, and environm ental and 

cultural studies scholars to  en gage w ith  recent and im portant literature on  

this elusive concept.


