
MEDIEVAL MONASTIC STUDIES 
Medieval Monastic Studies is a series o f mon ograph s an d essay 

r ^3 collections devoted to all aspects o f the monastic h istory o f Europe 

jVji and the Lat in East. The series examines a range o f topics, varyin g 

ffjjlj fr om par t icular monastic and religious orders to male and female 

*  ^ffj  m o n a s t i c * s m > in dividual houses and congregations, and aspects o f 

jJJftp monastic observances and environments. In dividual volumes may be 

rooted in part icular disciplines such as h istory, archaeology, literature, 

or art h istory, or may take a broader in terdisciplinary approach. The series 

complements the annual Journal of Medieval Monastic Studies. 

W OMEN IN THE MEDIEVAL MONASTIC W ORLD 
There has long been a tendency among monastic historians to ignore or marginalize 

female par t icipat ion in monastic life, but recent scholarship has begun to redress the 

balance, and the great con tr ibut ions made by women to the religious life o f the Middle 

Ages are n ow at t ract ing increasing at t en t ion . This in terdisciplinary volume draws 

together scholars from Spain, Italy, France, the Low Countries, Germany, Transylvania, 

Scandinavia, and the Br it ish Isles, and offers new insights in to the h istory, art h istory 

and material culture, and the religiosity and culture o f medieval religious women . 

The different chapters w i t h in th is book take a comparative approach to the emergence 

and spread o f female monastic communities across different geographical, polit ical, and 

economic settings, comparing and contrasting houses that ranged fr om r ich , powerful 

royal abbeys to small, subsistence priories on the margins o f society, and exploring the 

artistic achievements, the in teract ion w i t h neighbours and secular and ecclesiastical 

authorities, and the spir itual lives that were led by their inhabitants. The con tr ibutors 

to th is volume address issues as diverse as patronage and relationships w i t h the outside 

wor ld, organizational structures, the nature o f Cistercian observance and iden t ity among 

female houses, and the role o f male authority, and in doin g so, they seek to shed ligh t 

on the divergences and commonalities upon wh ich the female religious life was based. 


