
The cha llenges  o f  soc ia l coh es ion  and  th e  rad ica l p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f  
s o lid a r is t ic  a c tio n  are a m o n g  th e  m o s t p ress ing  issues on  the  g lo b a l 
scene today . The in te lle c tu a l a n d  th e  P e op le  in  E g y p tia n  L ite ra tu re  
a n d  C u ltu re  a rgues  fo r  th e  need fo r  a lo ca lised  an d  c u ltu ra lly  nu an ced  
c o n c e p tu a l la n g u a g e  w ith  w h ich  to  re -co n ce ive  th e  rad ica l p o ss ib ilitie s  
th a t  have been un le a sh e d  w ith  th e  re ce n t socia l m o v e m e n ts  s ince 2011. 
In sp ire d  by  th e  A ra b  S pring , th e  b o o k  in ve s tig a te s  re p re s e n ta tio n s  
o f  ‘th e  p e o p le ’ in in te lle c tu a l and p o lit ic a l d iscou rses. The re  has been 
m u ch  d iscuss ion  o f  th e  in te lle c tu a l’s re la tio n  to  pow er, b u t w h a t is th e  
in te lle c tu a l’s re la tio n  to  ‘th e  p e o p le ’? A re  ‘th e  p e o p le ’ a lw ays sp o ke n  for, 
o r  d o  th e y  a lso sp e a k  a n d  in sp e a k in g  p ro d u c e  th e ir  ow n kn o w le d g e ?  
F o cu s in g  on th e  case o f  th e  E g y p tia n  re vo lu tio n , E l-D eso uky  o ffe rs  th e  
s p e c if ic a lly  E g y p tia n  cu ltu ra l p ra c tic e  o f  A m a ra  as a p o p u lis t a e s th e tic  o f 
reso na nce  and an e th ic  o f  so lid a rity .
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