
S t r a n g e  N a t u r e s  reveals a tradition of queer environmentalism in contemporary literature 

and film from the Americas. In the process, it challenges the historical disconnect between 

queer theory and ecocriticism-a disconnect that, as Nicole Seymour shows, emerges from 

those disciplines' divergent attitudes toward "nature."

Nicole Seymour investigates the ways in which contemporary queer fictions offer insight on en­

vironmental issues through their performance of a specifically queer understanding of nature, 

the nonhuman, and environmental degradation. By drawing upon queer theory and ecocriti- 

cism, Seymour examines how contemporary queer fictions extend their critique of "natural" 

categories of gender and sexuality to the nonhuman natural world, thus constructing a queer 

environmentalism. Seymour's thoughtful analyses of works such as Leslie Feinberg's S t o n e  

B u t c h  B l u e s , T odd Haynes's Safe, and Ang Lee's B r o k e b a c k  M o u n t a i n  illustrate how homophob­

ia, classism, racism, sexism, and xenophobia inform dominant views of the environment and 

help to justify its exploitation. Calling for a queer environmental ethics, she delineates the 

discourses that have worked to prevent such an ethics and argues for a concept of queerness 

that is attuned to environmentalism's urgent futurity, and an environmentalism that is attuned 

to queer sensibilities.


