
A Frenchman rents a Hollywood movie. A Thai schoolgirl mimics Madonna. It is
commonplace that globalization is subverting local culture. But is it helping as
much as it hurts? In this strikingly original treatment of a fiercely debated issue,
Tyler Cowen makes a bold new case for a more sympathetic understanding of
cross-cultural trade. Cmtk Detnitik brings not stale suppositions but an econ
omists eye to bear on an age-old question: Are market exchange and aesthetic qual-
ity friends or foes? On the whole, argues Cowen in clear and vigorous prose, they
are friends. Cultural "destruction" breeds not artistic demise but diversity,


