Toward theend of World War 11, scholars and writersreeling from the
politics of racism stressed the unity of humankind, but by the early
1970s, dominant voices proclaimed ongoing diversity—sometimes
Irreconcilable antagonism—among human cultures. To stuady this
transition from universalism to cultural particularism, Richard King
focuses on the arguments of major thinkers, movements, and traditions
of thought, attempting to construct amap of theideological positions
that were staked out and an intellectual history of thistransition.

Richard King isprofessor of American intellectual history at University
of Nottingham. Heistheauthor of Civil Rightsand the | dea of Freedom
and the editor, with Helen Taylor, of Dixie Debates: Perspectives on
Southern Cultures. He was afdlow at the Woodrow Wilson Center in

1997-1998.



