
A P E H A S N E V E R H A D

over "legitimate

2012 I .S. elections con-

ns a word in lln\. Redefin-

idn<* t e l l s t h e s t o n o f t h e

es. ihroimli the t

and amo

ot rape in America
a brutal attack on a cha

woman b\ a male stranger, nsnalK an African

American. From the early nineteenth centu-

ry, advocates for women's rights and racial

the sexual an<

sustained. Be

al power of white men

ecu tht4 1870s and the

1930s,
lynching, and amid the c<

African American acli\isls tried to expand

understandings of rape in order to gain legal

protection from coercive sexual relations, as-

saults by white men on black women, street

harassment, and the sexual abuse of children.

By redefining rape, they sought to redraw the

\er\ boundaries of citizenship.

freed man narrates the victories, defeats.

s of these

movements, she points out, continue to grap-

ple with both the insights and the dilemmas

of these first campaigns to redefine rape in

American law and culture.
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