
In M iddle Class Pentecostalism in Argent ina: Inappropriate Spirits Jens Koehrsen 

offers an int r iguing account  of how the middle class relates t o Lat in America s most  

vibrant  religious movement . Based on pervasive f ield research, this study suggests 

t hat  Pentecostalism stands in tension w it h t he social imaginary of t he middle 

class and is perceived as an inappropriate lower class pract ice. As such, middle 

class Pentecostals negot iate t he appropriateness of t heir religious belonging 

by demonst rat ing dist inct ive tastes and styles of Pentecostalism. Abstaining 

f rom t he expressiveness, emot ionalit y, and st rong spir it ual pract ice t hat  have 

marked t he movement , t hey create a milder and socially more acceptable form of 

Pentecostalism. Increasingly t urning int o a middle class movement , t his style has 

t he pot ent ial t o embody t he fut ure shape of Pentecostalism. 
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