
UNESCO International Scientific Committee for the Drafting of a General History of Africa

GENERAL HISTORY
OF AFRICA-III
Africa from the Seventh
to the Eleventh Century
EDITOR M. EL FAS 1
ASSISTANT EDITOR I.HRBEK

HEINEMANN-CALIFORNIA- UNESCO



Contents

Note on chronology vii

List of figures ix

List of plates xi

Acknowledgements for plates xv

Preface xvii
AMADOU-MAHTAR M'BOW, Former Director-General of Unesco

Description of the Project xxiii
B. A. OGOT, Former President of the International Scientific Committee
for the Drafting of a General History of Africa

1 Africa in the context of world history i
I.HRBEK

2 The coming of Islam and the expansion of the Muslim empire 31
M. EL FASI and I. HRBEK

3 Stages in the development of Islam and its
dissemination in Africa 56
M. EL FASI and I. HRBEK

4 Islam as a social system in Africa since the seventh century 92
Z. DRAMANI-ISSIFOU

5 The peoples of the Sudan: population movements 119
F. DE MEDEIROS

6 The Bantu-speaking peoples and their expansion 140
S. LWANGA-LUNYIIGO and J. VANSINA

7 Egypt from the Arab conquest until the end of the
Fatimid state (1171) 163
T. BIANQUIS

8 Christian Nubia at the height of its civilization 194
S. JAKOBIELSKI

9 The conquest of North Africa and Berber resistance 224
H. MONES

10 The independence of the Maghrib 246
M. TALBI



Contents

11 The role of the Sahara arid Saharians in relationships between north
and south 276
T. LEWICKI • . • ; «

12 The emergence of the Fatimids 314
I.HRBEK ' ^

13 The Almoravids 336
I. HRBEK and J. DEVISSE

14 Trade and trade routes in West Africa 367
J. DEVISSE

15 The Chad region as a crossroads 436 '
D. LANGE

16 The Guinea zone: general situation 461
ThurstanSHAW,

17 The Guinean belt: the peoples between Mount Cameroon
and the Ivory Coast* 488
B. W. AND AH in collaboration with J. ANQUANDAH :

18 The peoples of Upper Guinea (between the Ivory Coast
and the Casamance) 530
B. W. ANDAH

19 The Horn of Africa 559
T.T.MEKOURIA

20 Ethiopia's relations with the Muslim world 575
E. CERULLI ^

21 The East African coast and the Comoro Islands 586
F. T. MASAO and H. Wr MUTORO

22 The East African interior 616
C. EHRET

23 Central Africa to the north of the Zambezi 643
D. W. PHILLIPSON

24 Southern Africa to the south of the Zambezi 664
T. N. HUFFMAN

25 Madagascar 681
B. DOMENICHINI-RAMIARAMANANA

26 The African diaspora in Asia 704
Y. TALIB based on a contribution by F. Samir

27 Relations between the different regions of Africa. 734
A. BATHILY.jwfA the collaboration ofC. MEILLASSOUX

vi



Contents

28 Africa from the seventh to the eleventh century:
five formative centuries 750 -
J. DEVISSE and J. VANSINA

Members of the International Scientific Committee for the drafting of a
General History of Africa 794

Biographies of Authors 796

Bibliography 799

Index 848 r

* Note: The official designation of Cote d'lvoire is Cote d'lvoire in all languages but with
respect to the English practice, Ivory Coast will be found in this book.


