
In th is r ivet ing book , au thor i t ies on m o d e r n day 

slavery Kevin B a l e s a n d R o n S o o d a l t e r e x p o s e 

the d i s t u r b i n g p h e n o m e n o n of h u m a n t raf f ick­

ing a n d s lavery tha t ex is ts n o w in t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . In The Slave Next Door w e learn tha t 

s laves are all a r o u n d us, h i d d e n in plain s igh t : 

the d i s h w a s h e r in the k i t chen of the ne ighbor ­

h o o d res taurant , t he k ids on the c o r n e r se l l ing 

c h e a p t r inkets , t he m a n s w e e p i n g the f loor of 

the local d e p a r t m e n t s to re . In t h e s e p a g e s w e 

also meet s o m e u n e x p e c t e d s laveho lders , s u c h 

as a twen ty -seven-yea r -o ld m i d d l e - c l a s s Texas 

h o u s e w i f e w h o is cu r ren t l y se rv ing a life s e n ­

t e n c e for o f f e n s e s i n c l u d i n g slavery. W e a v i n g 

t o g e t h e r a w e a l t h of v o i c e s - t h o s e of s laves, 

s laveho lders , a n d t ra f f ickers as we l l as exper ts , 

c o u n s e l o r s , law e n f o r c e m e n t o f f i c e r s , r e s c u e 

a n d s u p p o r t g r o u p s , a n d o t h e r s - th is b o o k is 

a lso a cal l t o a c t i o n , te l l ing w h a t w e , as pr ivate 

c i t i zens , c a n d o to f inal ly b r i n g an e n d to th i s 

horr i f ic c r ime . 


