
"A t i m e l y a n d i n s i g h t f u l e x p l o r a t i o n i n t o o n e o f t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t 

i n t e r s e c t i o n s t o d a y b e t w e e n c i t ies , a r c h i t e c t u r e a n d g l o b a l c u l t u r e . S t i m u l a t i n g 

a n d p rovoca t i ve . " Prof lain Borden, University College London, UK 

" U r b a n c u l t u r e has a l w a y s b e e n m a r k e d b y f e a r a n d e n t h r a l l m e n t , m u t a b i l i t y 

a n d m e a n i n g , r ich a n d p o o r , b u t t h e s p e c i f i c i t y o f t h e s e r e l a t i o n s is e v e r 

c h a n g i n g . T h e s e w o n d e r f u l l y d i v e r s e a n d i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y e s s a y s , f o c u s i n g 

espec ia l l y o n t h e v i s u a l c u l t u r e o f c o n t e m p o r a r y g l o b a l c i t i es , u s e f u l l y p r e s e n t 

a n d take s tock o f t h e s e o l d t h e m e s in t h e g a r b o f o u r t i m e . " 

Prof Thomas Bender, New York University, USA 

W h a t c o n n e c t s g a r b a g e d u m p s in N e w York , b o m b s i tes in B a g h d a d , a n d 

s k y s c r a p e r s in Sao Paulo? H o w is c o n t e m p o r a r y v i s u a l c u l t u r e - e x t e n d i n g 

f r o m art a n d a rch i t ec tu re t o f i l m a n d d i g i t a l m e d i a - r e s p o n d i n g t o n e w 

f o r m s o f v i o l e n c e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h g l o b a l a n d g l o b a l i z i n g c i t ies? A d d r e s s i n g 

such q u e s t i o n s , t h i s b o o k is t h e f i r s t i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y v o l u m e t o e x a m i n e t h e 

c o m p l e x r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n g l o b a l i z a t i o n , v i o l e n c e , a n d t h e v i s u a l c u l t u r e 

o f c i t ies . 

V i o l e n c e - in b o t h m a t e r i a l a n d c u l t u r a l f o r m s - has b e e n a p r o m i n e n t a n d 

e n d e m i c f e a t u r e o f u r b a n l i fe in t h e g l o b a l m e t r o p o l i t a n e ra . F o c u s i n g o n 

v i sua l c u l t u r e a n d o f f e r i n g a s t r o n g h u m a n i t i e s p e r s p e c t i v e t h a t is c u r r e n t l y 

lack ing in e x i s t i n g s c h o l a r s h i p , t h i s b o o k seeks t o u n d e r s t a n d h o w t h e v i o l e n t 

e f fects o f g l o b a l i z a t i o n h a v e b e e n r e p r e s e n t e d , t h e o r i z e d , a n d e x p e r i e n c e d 

ac ross a w i d e r a n g e o f c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t s a n d u r b a n l o c a t i o n s in A s i a , E u r o p e , 

N o r t h a n d S o u t h A m e r i c a , a n d t h e M i d d l e East. O r g a n i z e d a r o u n d t h r e e 

i n te r re la ted t h e m e s - fear , m e m o r y , a n d s p e c t a c l e - essay t o p i c s r a n g e f r o m 

m i l i t a r y t a r g e t i n g in B a g h d a d , ca rcera l u r b a n i s m in S a o Pau lo , a n d t h e Paris 

banlieue r io ts , t o t h e s e c u r i t y aes the t i cs o f G 8 s u m m i t s , t h e a r c h i t e c t u r e o f 

u r b a n p a r a n o i a , a n d t h e c u l t u r a l a f te r l i fe o f t h e T w i n T o w e r s . 

Globalization, Violence, and the Visual Culture of Cities o f f e r s f r e s h i n s i g h t 

i n to t h e p r o b l e m s a n d p o t e n t i a l o f c i t ies a r o u n d t h e w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g B e i j i n g , 

Be r l i n , L o n d o n , N e w York , Par is, a n d Sao Pau lo . W i t h s p e c i a l l y c o m m i s s i o n e d 

essays f r o m t h e f i e l d s o f c u l t u r a l t h e o r y , a r c h i t e c t u r e , f i l m , p h o t o g r a p h y , 

a n d u r b a n g e o g r a p h y , t h i s i n n o v a t i v e v o l u m e w i l l be a v a l u a b l e r e s o u r c e f o r 

s t u d e n t s , scho la rs , a n d researchers ac ross t h e h u m a n i t i e s a n d soc ia l sc iences . 

C h r i s t o p h L i n d n e r is P ro fesso r a n d Cha i r o f E n g l i s h L i t e r a t u r e at t h e U n i v e r s i t y 

o f A m s t e r d a m a n d Research A f f i l i a t e at t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f L o n d o n Ins t i t u te 

in Paris. His recent b o o k p u b l i c a t i o n s i n c l u d e Revisioning 007(2009), Urban 

Space and Cityscapes (2006) , a n d Fictions of Commodity Culture (2003) . 
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