
Contents 

List of Figures and Tables ix 
Notes on Contributors xi 
Acknowledgments xiii 

Introduction Selling EthniCity: Urban Cultural Politics in the Americas 
from the Conquest to Contemporary Consumer Societies 1 
  

PART I THE SPECTACULAR  AND THE 
PERFORMANCE OF ETHNICITY 

Introduction to Part 1 
The Spectacular City and the Performance of Ethnicity 23 
Olaf Kaltmeier 

1 Carnival Redux: Hurricane Katrina, Mardi Gras and 
Contemporary United States Experience of an 
Enduring Festival Form 27 
John R. Gold 

2 "What Did I Do to Be so Global and  as 
Commodity: Tourism, Politics of Authenticity, and Blues Clubs 
in Chicago Today 41 
Wilfried Raussert and Christina Seeliger 

3 Insurrection and Symbolic Work: Graffiti in Oaxaca 
(Mexico) 2006/2007 as Subversion and Artistic Politics  
Jens Kastner 

4 Black Day in the White City: Racism and Violence in Sucre  
Juliana  

PART II THE USE OF ETHNICITY IN THE IMAGINEERING 
OF URBAN LANDSCAPES 

Introduction to Part II 
The Use of Ethnicity in the Imagineering of Urban Landscapes 91 
Olaf Kaltmeier 



5 Urban Landscapes of  (Retro-)Coloniality, 
Consumption, and Identity Politics: The Case of the 
San Luis Shopping Center in Quito 95 
Olaf Kaltmeier 

6 Religion and Culture Set in Stone: A Case Study of the Jewish 
Community Center of Metro Detroit  
Julie TelRav 

7 "Ambiguously Ethnic" in Sherman Alexie's Seattle: Re-Imagining 
Indigenous Identities in the Twenty-First Century  
Ruxandra  

8 Against the "Erasure of Memory" in Los Angeles City Planning: 
Strategies of Re-Ethnicizing LA in Digital Fiction 145 
Jens Martin Gurr and Martin Butler 

PART III ETHNIC HERITAGE AND/OR CULTURAL 
COMMODIFICATION IN THE CITY 

Introduction to Part III 
Ethnic Heritage  Cultural Commodification in the City  
Olaf Kaltmeier 

9 Quito's Historic Center: Heritage of Humanity or of the Market? 171 
Fernando Carrion Mena and Manuel Dammert Guardia 

 "Economically, We Sit on a Cultural Gold Mine": Commodified 
 and Identity Politics in New Orleans  

Nina  

 Mobilizing Ethnicity: Yucatecan Maya Professionals in Merida 
and Their Participation in the Cultural and Political Fields 205 
Ricardo Lopez Santilldn 

 A City of Newcomers: Narratives of Ethnic Diversity in 
Vancouver  
Alicia Menendez Tarrazo 



PART IV GENTRIFICATION AND THE POLITICS OF 
AUTHENTICITY 

Introduction to Part IV 
Gentrification and the Politics of Authenticity 239 
Olaf Kaltmeier 

 (Re-)Constructing the Ethnic Neighborhood: Gentrification 
in the United States and the Longing for a Unique Identity 245 
Eric C. Erbacher 

14 No-Go Areas and Chic Places:  Segregation and 
Stigma in Guadalajara  
Ulises Zarazua  

 Spaces of Alterity and Temporal Permanence: The Case of 
San Francisco's and New York's Chinatowns 275 

 Siew Li Bidlingmaier 

Index 287 


