Brief Contents

Biographical Sketches xiii

Preface xv

Introduction to Classical Sociological Theory 1

CHAPTER 1 A Historical Sketch of Sociological Theory: The Early Years 1

CHAPTER 2 A Historical Sketch of Sociological Theory: The Later Years 40

Classical Sociological Theary 81

CHAPTER 3 Alexis de Tocqueville 81

CHAPTER 4 Auguste Comte 106

CHAPTER 5 Herbert Spencer 132

CHAPTER 6 Karl Marx 155

CHAPTER 7 Emile Durkheim 186

CHAPTER 8 Max Weber 223

CHAPTER 9 Georg Simmel 269

CHAPTER 10 Early Women Sociologists and (lassical Sociological Theory:
1830-1930 299

CHAPTER 11 W. E. B. Du Bois 331

CHAPTER 12 Thorstein Veblen 352

CHAPTER 13 Karl Mannheim 380

CHAPTER 14 George Herbert Mead 411

CHAPTER 15 Alfred Schutz 434
CHAPTER 16 Talcott Parsons 457



vi Brief Contents

References R-1
Credits (-1
Name Index I-1
Subject Index I-5



Contents

Biographical Sketches xiii
Preface xv

R
VB8 Introduction to Classical
Sociological Theory 1

CHAPTER 1 A Historical Sketch of
Sociological Theory:
The Early Years 1

Introduction 2
Social Forces in the Development of
Sociological Theory 5
Political Revolutions 6
The Industrial Revolution and the Rise
of Capitalism 7
The Rise of Socialism 7
Feminism 8
Urbanization 8
Religious Change 9
The Growth of Science 9
Intellectual Forces and the Rise of
Sociological Theory 9
The Enlightenment 10

The Conservative Reaction to the
Enlightenment 11

The Development of French
Sociology 13
Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) 13

Claude Henri Saint-Simon
(1760-1825) 14

Auguste Comte (1798-1857) 14



Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) 16
The Development of German
Sociology 19

The Roots and Nature of the Theories
of Karl Marx (1818-1883) 19

The Roots and Nature of the Theories of
Max Weber (1864-1920) and Georg
Simmel (1858-1918) 24

The Origins of British Sociology 31

Political Economy, Ameliorism, and
Social Evolution 31

Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) 33
The Key Figure in Early Italian
Sociology 35
Turn-of-the-Century Developments
in European Marxism 36

The Contemporary Relevance of
Classical Sociological Theory 37

CHAPTER 2 A Historical Sketch of
Sociological Theory:
The Later Years 40
Early American Sociological Theory 40
Politics 40
Social Change and Intellectual
Currents 41
The Chicago School 46
Women in Early Sociology 52
W. E. B. Du Bois and Race Theory 53
Sociological Theory to Mid-Century 54

The Rise of Harvard, the Ivy League,
and Structural Functionalism 54



viii Contents

The Chicago School in Decline 57
Developments in Marxian Theory 57

Karl Mannheim and the Sociology
of Knowledge 58

Sociological Theory from
Mid-Century 59

Structural Functionalism:
Peak and Decline 59

Radical Sociology in America:
C. Wright Mills 60

The Development of Conflict Theory 60
The Birth of Exchange Theory 62

Dramaturgical Analysis:
The Work of Erving Goffman 63

The Development of Sociologies
of Everyday Life 64

The Rise and Fall (?) of Marxian
Sociology 65

The Challenge of Feminist Theory 66
Structuralism and Poststructuralism 68
Late Twentieth-Century Developments
in Sociological Theory 68
Micro-Macro Integration 69
Agency-Structure Integration 69
Theoretical Syntheses 70
Theories of Modernity and
Postmodernity 71
The Defenders of Modernity 71
The Proponents of Postmodernity 72
Theories to Watch in the Early
Twenty-First Century 73

Multicultural Social Theory, Queer

Theory, and Critical Theories of Race
and Racism 73

Postmodern and Post-Postmodern
Social Theories 75

Theories of Consumption 75
Theories of Globalization 76
Actor-Network Theory 77
Practice Theory 78



——————— M-
VAW Classical Sociological
Theory 81

CHAPTER 3  Alexis de Tocqueville 81

Comparative Study 87
American Politics 90
The Sociology in Tocqueville’s Work 92
Mores 92
Social Class 94
Individualism 95
Civil Associations 96
Materialism 96
Social Change 98
The Key Sociological Problem(s) 99
Stagnation 99
Equality 100
Despotism 100
Centralization 101

Freedom, Democracy,
and Socialism 102

CHAPTER 4 Auguste Comte 106

Comte’s Profound Ambitions 106

Positivism: The Search for Invariant
Laws 106

Law of the Three Stages 108

Positivism: The Search for Order
and Progress 110

Comte’s Sociology 111
Social Statics 111
Social Dynamics 117
Theory and Practice 120
Who Will Support Positivism? 121
Comte’s Plans for the Future 124
Comte: A Critical Assessment 126
Positive Contributions 126
Basic Weaknesses in Comte’s Theory 127



CHAPTER 5 Herbert Spencer 132

Spencer and Comte 132

General Theoretical Principles 136
Evolutionary Theory 137

Sociology 138
Defining the Science of Sociology 138
Sociological Methods 141

The Evolution of Society 144
Simple and Compounded Societies 147
Militant and Industrial Societies 147

Ethics and Politics 149

CHAPTER 6 Karl Marx 155

The Dialectic 157
Dialectical Method 158
Fact and Value 158
Reciprocal Relations 158
Past, Present, Future 159
No Inevitabilities 159
Actors and Structures 162
Human Nature 162
Labor 163
Alienation 165
The Structures of Capitalist
Society 167
Commodities 169
Fetishism of Commodities 169
Capital, Capitalists, and Proletariat 171
Exploitation 172
Class Conflict 174
Capitalism as a Good Thing 176
Materialist Conception of History 177
Ideology 179
Communism 182
Criticisms 183

CHAPTER 7 Emile Durkheim 186
Social Facts 187



Contents ix

Material and Nonmaterial Social
Facts 191

Types of Nonmaterial Social Facts 192
The Division of Labor in Society 196
Mechanical and Organic Solidarity 197
Dynamic Density 198
Repressive and Restitutive Law 198
Normal and Pathological 199
Justice 201
Suicide 201
The Four Types of Suicide 203
Suicide Rates and Social Reform 206
Elementary Forms of Religious Life 206
Early and Late Durkheimian Theory 206

Theory of Religion—The Sacred and
the Profane 207

Why Primitive? 209

Totemism 209

Sociology of Knowledge 210

Collective Effervescence 212
Cult of the Individual 212

The Dreyfus Affair, Individualism, and
the Intellectuals 214

Liberalism versus
Communitarianism 215

Moral Education and Social
Reform 215

Morality 215

Moral Education 217

Occupational Associations 218
Criticisms 219

Functionalism and Positivism 219

Other Criticisms 220

CHAPTER 8 Max Weber 223

Methodology 224
History and Sociology 224
Verstehen 228
Causality 230



X Contents

Ideal Types 231

Values 233
Substantive Sociology 236

What Is Sociology? 236

Social Action 237

Class, Status, and Party 239

Structures of Authority 240

Rationalization 247

Religion and the Rise of Capitalism 258
Criticisms 266

CHAPTER 9 Georg Simmel 269

Primary Concerns 269
Levels and Areas of Concern 272
Dialectical Thinking 273

Individual Consciousness 275

Social Interaction (“Association”) 276
Interaction: Forms and Types 277

Social Structures 282

Objective Culture 283

The Philosophy of Money 285
Money and Value 286

Money, Reification, and
Rationalization 286

Negative Effects 288
Tragedy of Culture 289
Secrecy: A Case Study in Simmel's
Sociology 292
Secrecy and Social Relationships 294
Other Thoughts on Secrecy 295
Criticisms 296

CHAPTER 10 Early Women
Sociologists and
Classical Sociological
" Theory: 1830-1930
by Patricia Madoo
Lengermann and Gillian
Niebrugge 299



Harriet Martineau (1802-1876) 301
Charlotte Perkins Gilman
(1860-1935) 306

Jane Addams and the Chicago Women's
School 312

Jane Addams (1860-1935) 313
The Chicago Women'’s School 318
Anna Julia Cooper (1859-1964)

and Ida Wells-Barnett
(1862-1931) 321

Marianne Schnitger Weber
(1870-1954) 325

Beatrice Potter Webb
(1858-1943) 328

CHAPTER 11 W. E. B. Du Bois 331

Science 332
Du Bois and the “New” Social
Theory 334

Studying Race Scientifically:
The Philadelphia Negro 338

Crime 339

Intermarriage 340

Social Inequality: Caste and Class 340

The Benevolent Despot 341

Appeal to White Self-Interest 342
Theoretical Contributions 342

Racialism and Race Pride 343

The Veil 345

Double Consciousness, or “Twoness” 346
Economics 347

Karl Marx, Socialism, and
Communism 348

CHAPTER 12 Thorstein Veblen 352

Intellectual Influences 352
Marxian Theory 353
Evolutionary Theory 354
Economic Theory 356



Basic Premises 357
Human Nature 357
The Industrial Arts 361
Cultural Lag 362
Cultural Borrowing 362
Substantive Issues 364
Theory of the Leisure Class 364
Business versus Industry 368
Higher Learning 374
Politics 377

CHAPTER 13 Karl Mannheim 380

The Sociology of Knowledge 381

The Sociology of Knowledge and the
Theory of Ideology 381

A Sociological Approach 386
Ideology and Utopia 393

Ideology 393

Utopia 395

Rationality and the Irrationality
of the Times 398

Types of Rationality and
Irrationality 399

Planning and Social Reconstruction
in the Modern World 402

A Critical Analysis of Mannheim’s
Work 405

CHAPTER 14 George Herbert
Mead 411

Intellectual Roots 411
Behaviorism 411
Pragmatism 413
Dialectics 416
The Priority of the Social 416
The Act 417
Stages 417
Gestures 419
Significant Symbols 420



Contents xi

Mental Processes and the Mind 421
Intelligence 422
Consciousness 423
Mind 424
Self 424
Child Development 425
Generalized Other 426
“I” and “Me” 428
Society 429
Dialectical Thinking 430

CHAPTER 15 Alfred Schutz 434

Interpretations of Schutz's Work 434
The Ideas of Edmund Husserl 436
Science and the Social World 439
Life-World versus Science 440
Constructing Ideal Types 441
Typifications and Recipes 443
The Life-World 444
Intersubjectivity 446
Knowledge 446
Private Components of Knowledge 447
Realms of the Social World 447
Folgewelt and Vorwelt 448
Umwelt and We Relations 448
Mitwelt and They Relations 450

Consciousness, Meanings, and
Motives 452

Interpreting Schutzian Theory 454

CHAPTER 16 Talcott Parsons 457

Parsons’s Integrative Efforts 457
General Principles 461
Philosophical and Theoretical Roots 461
Action Theory 462
The Turn Away from Action Theory 463
Pattern Variables 466
AGIL 467



xii Contents

Consistency in Parsonsian Theory:
Integration and Order 468

The Action System 469
Sacial System 471
Cultural System 474
Personality System 475
Behavioral Organism 476

Change and Dynamism in Parsonsian
Theory 477



Evolutionary Theory 477
Generalized Media of Interchange 479

References R-1
Credits (-1

Name Index I-1
Subject Index I-5



Biographical Sketches

Abdel Rahman Ibn-Khaldun 6
Sigmund Freud 30
Robert Park 48

C. Wright Mills 61

Alexis de Tocqueville 84
Auguste Comte 112
Herbert Spencer 134

Karl Marx 160

Emile Durkheim 188

Max Weber 226

Georg Simmel 270
Harriet Martineau 302
Charlotte Perkins Gilman 307
Jane Addams 314

Anna Julia Cooper 322
Ida Wells-Barnett 322

W. E. B. Du Bois 336
Thorstein Veblen 358
Karl Mannheim 382
George Herbert Mead 414
Alfred Schutz 438
Talcott Parsons 458



