
The Thirteenth-Century Inter-Lordly System. 
Lordly Identity and the Origins of the 

Angevin-Piast Dynastic Alliance 

by 

WOJCIECH KOZLOWSKI 

Solivagus-Verlag 
Kiel 2020 

S O L  I  V A G U S  



Table of Contents 

PREFACE 9 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 14 

INTRODUCTION 16 

GENERAL REMARKS 16 

A BRIEF BOOK OVERVIEW 18 

SOURCES AND ARGUMENT-BUILDING 19 

CHAPTER 1 
THEORIZING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN THE THIRTEENTH CENTURY 27 

WHY TO THEORIZE? 27 

AN OVERVIEW OF THEORIZING ATTEMPTS 31 

DEFINING THEORETICAL CONCEPTS AND TERMINOLOGY 42 
Lordship in the Thirteenth Century 42 
The International System and the Realist Tradition in IR Theories 60 
Anarchy-a Confusing Concept 66 
Lordly Identity-Constructivist Approach in IR Theories 70 

CHAPTER 2 
THE STRUCTURE OF THE INTER-LORDLY SYSTEM IN THIRTEENTH-CENTURY 
LATIN CHRISTENDOM 82 

INTRODUCTION 82 

THE THIRTEENTH-CENTURY INTER-LORDLY SYSTEM-
ANARCHY OR HIERARCHY? 84 



THE THIRTEENTH-CENTURY INTER-LORDLY SYSTEM IN OPERATION • •• 89 
Arguments for Hierarchy as the Ordering Principle of the 
Inter-Lordly System 96 
Domination of Anarchy as the Ordering Principle of the 
"International" System 109 

CONCLUSION-THE HYBRID INTER-LORDLY SYSTEM 123 
The Hierarchical Component 124 
The Anarchical Component 132 
Hierarchy and Anarchy in Interplay 136 

CHAPTER 3 
DETERMINING LORDLY IDENTITY -
WLADYSLAW LOKIETEK'S CASE (1260-1300) 140 

INTRODUCTION 140 
Socialization to Politics 141 
Setting the Scene—the Origins of Ducal Lordships in 
the Polish Lands 144 

PRINCIPAL IDENTITY-THE LORDSHIP-IMPERATIVE 147 
Lokietek's Lordship-Building 151 
Exiled Dukes in the Thirteenth-Century Polish Lands 154 

TYPE SUB-IDENTITY-NOBLE FAMILY LEADER 158 
Type 1 - Fathers vs. Sons 159 
Type 2 - Fatherly Uncles vs. Nephews 160 
Type 3 - Brothers vs. Brothers 162 
Type 4 - Intra-Piast Controversies 174 
Conclusions 222 



ROLE SUB-IDENTITY-TITLE-SEEKER 229 
Logic of Lordship-seeking Conflicts in the Kingdoms of 
Bohemia and Hungary after the Mongol Invasion 230 
Within the Polish Lands 240 
Lordship-Appearances in the Vicinity of the Polish Lands 255 
Conclusions 279 

COLLECTIVE SUB-IDENTITY-MEMBER OF CHRISTIAN SOCIETY 281 
Conclusions 291 

CONCLUSION-WLADYSLAW LOKIETEK'S LORDLY IDENTITY 292 

CHAPTER 4 
DETERMINING LORDLY IDENTITY-CHARLES I OF ANJOU IN 
COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE (1300-1310) 296 

INTRODUCTION 296 

THE SUCCESSION CRISIS IN THE KINGDOM OF HUNGARY 297 

IDENTIFYING POLITICAL INTERESTS 304 

THE POWER-WINNING STRATEGIES OF CHARLES I 312 

THE POWER-WINNING STRATEGIES OF WENCESLAS III 316 

MONEY MATTERS 320 

NON-MATERIAL DIMENSIONS OF POWER 321 

CONCLUSION 328 



CHAPTER 5 
THE ORIGINS OF THE ANGEVIN-PIAST DYNASTIC MARRIAGE OF 1320 331 

INTRODUCTION 331 

THE ANGEVIN-PIAST MARRIAGE IN THE SOURCE MATERIAL 334 

THE CONTEXT AND ORIGINS OF THE ANGEVIN-PIAST ALLIANCE IN 
SCHOLARLY LITERATURE 342 

The German Perspective 343 
The Czech Perspective 347 
The Slovak Perspective 349 
The Hungarian Perspective 352. 
The Polish Perspective 360 
Summary 367 

SEARCHING FOR THE ANGEVIN-PIAST ALLIANCE 372 
A Brief Recapitulation 372 
Wtadyslaw Lokietek's Agenda 375 
Charles I of Anjou's Agenda 390 
Concluding Remarks-the Origins of the Angevin-Piast Marriage • • • • 404 

CONCLUSIONS 4°9 

CONCLUSIONS 413 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 417 


