
R E A D I N G CLO :KS, Alia Turca 
Time and Society 

in the Late Ottoman 

Empire 

AVNER W I S H N I T Z E R 

T H E U N I V E R S I T Y 

O F C H I C A G O P R E S S 

Cbiaigo and London 



C O N T E N T S 

Acknowledgments ix 

Note on Terms, Names, and Transliteration xi 

Introduction 1 

C H A P T E R 1 

Reading Clocks, Alaturka 17 

C H A P T E R 2 

Clerk Work 45 

C H A P T E R 3 

Military Time 68 

C H A P T E R 4 

On Time for School 93 

C H A P T E R 5 

Ferry Tales 124 

C H A P T E R 6 

No Time to Lose 151 

C O N C L U S I O N 

Reading Clocks, Alafranga 183 

Notes 193 

Bibliography 241 

Index 267 


